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MADISON (AP) — Some
vehicle-struck deer aren’t
getting removed from Wis-
consin highways as quickly
as they’re being run down,
as officials adjust to a new
carcass pickup system,
according to state officials.   

A provision in the state
budget transferred respon-
sibility for picking up dead
deer from the Department
of Natural Resources to the
Department of Transporta-
tion. The change took effect
in September.   

As mating season hits
high gear among a swelling
Wisconsin deer herd, there
are an escalating number of

road-kill carcasses.   
‘‘It’s pretty much

statewide that it’s a prob-
lem,’’ said Gary Wolf, state
highway maintenance coor-
dinator for Waukesha Coun-
ty.    

Contracted vendors are
supposed to remove deer
carcasses within two busi-
ness days of a report, and
the system is working,
Transportation spokeswom-
an Becky Kikkert said.   

But some carcasses on
Interstate 94 appear to have
been there longer than two
days, and some county offi-
cials said they weren’t
informed of the switch of

responsibility for carcass
removal from the DNR to
the DOT, The Capital Times
reported.  

Jefferson County Sher-
iff’s Capt. Jerry Haferman
said dispatchers in that
county were calling the
wrong agency to report deer
kills.   

‘‘Maybe signals were
crossed someplace,’’ he
said.   

Allison Bussler, Wauke-
sha County’s director of
public works, called the
transition ‘‘awkward.’’   

‘‘The DNR abruptly
ended their contract with-
out a lot of notice and it

could have — of course in
hindsight — gone a little
smoother,’’ she said. ‘‘But I
think everybody’s worked
through that now.’’   
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CHRISTMAS W
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CHRISTMAS EVE
Candlelight Service 

at RockWood Church

Wednesday, December 24th

4:30pm: Refreshments & Fellowship

5:00pm: Candlelight S

Combined Ecumenical Service/Mass

Holy Name of Jesus and Zion Lutheran

Christmas Eve 4 & 7 PM

Christmas Day 8:45 AMN557 Main St., Ashippun (Zion Lutheran Church Building)

Fr. David Verhasselt, Pastor • 920-261-5881

235962001

Holy Name of Jesus 
Evangelical Catholic Church

At Holy Name our focus is always on a

quality spiritual life for you, not on the

amount of your monetary contribution.

“A Welcoming Community of Faith Rooted 

in the Catholic Tradition”

Celebrate Christmas at 
SALEM UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH541 Hwy 59 
between Broadway and Racine Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53186 • (262) 547-5231

Pastor Jorge Mayorga

241343002

www.SalemOnTheHill.org

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship 

with Holy Communion

Wednesday, December 24 th • 7:30 P.M.
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1

1205 S. East Ave. • Waukesha • 262-542-2496 • www.bslc-lcms.org

Sunday, December 21
Choral Service, 9:00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday School Family Service

7:30 p.m. Candlelight Vespers Worship 

Christmas Day
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. 

Festival Worship New Year’s Eve
Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.

Joy to the World

241655001

Wednesday, December 24

4pm Family Service • 7pm Traditional Service

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Service with Communion

Christmas EveServices

642 Main Street • Pewaukee

262-691-3240 • www.pewaukeeumc.org

CHRISTMAS CHURCH DIRECTORY

241841001

Grace Ev. Lutheran Church
700 Beechwood Avenue

Waukesha, WI 53186
262-547-3688
www.gracewaukesha.org

New Year’s Eve6:00 pm

Christmas Eve6:30 pm Christmas Day
10:00 am

241556001

258313001

Please Call Colleen at
262.513.2645 

or email: 
cmiller@conleynet.com to

Reserve Your Space Today!

Have Your Church Featured 
in our Annual 

Christmas Church
Directory

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Water Utility
announced three open hous-
es that will be held at three
high schools in the city next
week. The meetings are open
to the public and will be the
first since Waukesha offi-
cials announced their part-
nership with Milwaukee for
water late last month. 

Attendees can ask ques-
tions about the latest
updates to the water supply
project, including the con-
tract between Milwaukee
and Waukesha that gained
approval from committees
in both cities and will next
be discussed by full Com-
mon Councils on Nov. 28 in
Milwaukee and Dec. 5 in
Waukesha. 

Waukesha Water Utility
General Manger Dan Duch-
niak will be at next week’s
meetings to answer ques-
tions and members of the
Great Water Alliance team
that had been working on
bringing the public up to

speed with the water deal
will offer a presentation and
in-depth displays, according
to a press release.

Though a pipeline route
hasn’t been set, Waukesha
residents can ask questions
about the water contract
with Milwaukee, the $286.2
million water project and
water rates, which are still
expected to double or triple
in coming years. 

The meeting dates, loca-
tions and times are as fol-
lows:

■ Tuesday, Nov. 28: Wauke-
sha West High School, Media
Center, 3301 Saylesville Road
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

■ Wednesday, Nov. 29:
Waukesha South High
School, Media Center, 401 E.
Roberta Ave. from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. 

■ Thursday, Nov. 30:
Waukesha North High
School, Media Center, 2222
Michigan Ave. from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. 

— Freeman Staff

WAUKESHA — The
Finance Committee returns
next week from a short hia-
tus after passing next year’s
$61.4 million operating bud-
get to discuss fund transfer
and contract requests from
the library, fire department
and police department. 

The panel will address a
transfer of $24,000 from the
Waukesha Public Library’s
operating fund for stair
replacement. It will also act
on a request from the fire
department concerning
Waukesha County Technical
College students riding

along with EMS units in the
city and a contract for a pre-
emergency planning exer-
cise in the police depart-
ment. 

The Finance Committee
will meet in City Hall, 201
Delafield St. at 6:30 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Waukesha’s Community
Development Block Grant
committee will also meet
next week to discuss trans-
ferring unused funds from
the last several years. It will
meet on Tuesday at 11:30
a.m. 

— Freeman Staff

Submitted photos

All of Prairie Elementary School’s principals past and present. Left to right: Amy Riebel; George Ruecktenwald; Dale Heinen;
James Chermak (first principal); Dennis Griffin, Jr. (current principal); and Ryan Krohn.

Prairie Elementary welcomes former principals
WAUKESHA — To celebrate 50 years of educating local youth, Prairie Elementary School welcomed back all of the

school’s former principals. Students also saw photographs of teachers and students from years past and took a quiz
asking them to identify old classroom technology.  They had no luck figuring out what overhead projectors, filmstrips
and slide carousels were.

Kindergarten teacher Mrs. Cloninger helped stu-
dents make Christmas cards for servicemen in Viet-
nam during 1968.Art teacher Miss Green gave a lesson on clay sculptures in 1968.

WAUKESHA WATER PROJECT 

Water utility to
hold open houses

at Waukesha 
high schools

Finance Committee
returns next week with

light schedule

By Hannah Weikel
hweikel@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — As
Waukesha County’s senior
population continues to
grow, thousands of residents
have been diagnosed with
dementia — a syndrome
that causes memory loss, dis-
orientation, inappropriate
behavior and in some cases
mood swings and hallucina-
tions that can lead to police
response. 

Data shows that the major-
ity of individuals with
dementia live in their own
homes and many live by
themselves, without any
type of caregiver, leaving
them to fend for themselves
within the community,
according to the Waukesha
County Department of
Health and Human Services.

Wisconsin recently started
an initiative to help imple-
ment Dementia-Friendy
Communities across the
state and so far the efforts

have caught on in three
Waukesha County communi-
ties — Oconomowoc, Pewau-
kee and Sussex, according to
a county dementia care spe-
cialist. 

Forming a dementia-
friendly coalition is the first
step, including businesses,
restaurants, churches, com-
munity organizations and
police departments, that are
on board with learning how
to recognize dementia symp-
toms and understand how to
better communicate with
those individuals, said
Randy Kohl, dementia care
specialist for Waukesha
County Department of
Health and Human Services. 

Kohl’s position in the
county was created through
a grant that assists with the
creation of dementia-friend-
ly communities in Wiscon-
sin. There are currently 18
positions like his in the state
with several more that will
be created in the next year,
he said. 

The community initiative

is not directed by a certain
group within the state or
county, Kohl said, but rather
a coalition of groups and
departments throughout a
community. 

In Oconomowoc — the
first community in Wauke-
sha County to start a
dementia-friendly initia-
tive two years ago — the
police department, staff
and dispatch just complet-
ed training to properly
identify signs of dementia
and understand the physi-
cal and mental effects it
has, said Oconomowoc
Police Chief Ron Buerger.

“It’s important to remem-
ber that more than 70 per-
cent of people with dementia
are living within the commu-
nity unsupervised. We have a
lot of contact with those peo-
ple throughout the day,”
Buerger said. “We need to
make sure we understand
what they are going through
and make sure that their
needs are met.”

Oconomowoc police

received training from
Azura Memory Care facility,
which is one of a long list of
groups among the city’s
dementia-friendly coalition
partners that includes the
YMCA at Pabst Farms, the
Chamber of Commerce, fire
department, public library,
a dental clinic and church-
es. 

Several other police
departments, including
Waukesha, offer a voluntary
special needs registration
form that family members
can fill out and submit to the
department outlining behav-
iors and special needs of
their loved one so officers
will know right away if an
individual has certain
behaviors. 

Kohl said the goal is to
eventually get every commu-
nity in Waukesha County
trained to be dementia-
friendly. He’s already had
interest in Brookfield and
Hartland. Training will start
in the village of Sussex next
year. 

Dementia-friendly communities 
catch on in Waukesha County

Initiative trains police, others how to understand and help those with dementia 

Deer carcasses litter highways as removal duty changes

BROOKFIELD  — A
black female entered the
Designer Shoe Warehouse at
17300 W. Bluemound Road
and stole four pairs of boots
valued at $544, according to
a Brookfield Police Depart-
ment report. 

The suspect is described
as in her mid-40s, medium
complexion, 5 feet 8 inches
to 5 foot 10 inches, heavyset,
with black hair pulled into a
bun with pink and purple
highlighted bangs. The sus-
pect was wearing green
Green Bay Packer scrubs,
white tennis shoes and a
black puffy jacket with a
hood, according to the
report.

After the theft, the suspect
then entered a newer model
black four-door sedan with a
distinct chrome trim around
the windows. The suspect
was in the company of
another black, heavyset
female (not involved in the
theft) who was wearing a
blue jacket, peach-colored
shirt and pink pants, accord-
ing to the report.

Anyone with pertinent
information should contact
Brookfield Police Officer
Michael Growchowski at
262-246-1451 or by email at
g rowchowski@ci.brook-
field.wi.us.

— Freeman Staff

Boots stolen from 
Designer Shoe Warehouse

in Brookfield


